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“To care for him who shall have borne the battle…”
Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address March 4, 1865.
Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can never be repaid.
They have earned our undying gratitude. America will never forget their sacrifices.
Harry S. Truman, April 16, 1945.

From the Commander
In Lieu of Our Regular February Meeting
Finance Officer Jon Williams organized a February outing to the General George Patton
Memorial Museum near Indio and Palm Springs Air Museum. Call Jon if you plan to attend: 805-216-8625. Arrive Feb. 2nd depart Feb. 4th. Jon has a reasonably priced hotel.
Itinerary: Friday Feb. 2nd arrive at hotel.
 Saturday 10-AM to noon, a docent led tour at the Palm Springs Air Museum.
 Lunch
 Saturday afternoon group caravan to General Patton Memorial Museum.
 Saturday evening reception former AF Col. Jerry Schmidt’s home, a friend of Jon’s.
 Sunday tram to snowcapped (maybe) San Jacinto and drive home.
March 8th Meeting
Thursday March 8th 6-P.M. This is a unique, generous invitation and great opportunity to
visit a private lifetime collection of militaria which consists of artifacts from worldwide militaries that our hosts John and Hazel Blankenship collected for their historical significance.
Such as include firearms, swords, knives, autographed portraits and other equipment such as
ancient and 19th and 20th century helmets, uniforms and decorations and insignia. There are
many military antiquities and military antiques. A great gift of John and Hazel who are cofounders of the Pierre Claeyssens Military Foundation. A light meal will be served coordinated by Unit 750. It is a courtesy to RSVP if you wish to attend. Call me at 565-3759.
The address is 1041 Camino Viejo in Montecito. 101 southbound exit is Hot Springs Road
and northbound exit is Olive Mill.
Victims of Thomas Fire and Related Fires and Montecito Mudslide
MOPH California Commander Jim Anderson said National MOPH may have funding to
provide to assist those who suffered damage to their home. Please contact me if you have a
claim. I did tell Dept. Commander Anderson the only concern I am aware of is cleanup.
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Department of Veterans Affairs
Recipients who are already receiving veterans compensation, pension and education benefits
through direct deposit may change their account information by calling 877/838-2778, M-F,
7:30 to 4:50 CST or http://www.ebenefits.va.gov. Be prepared to provide your current and
new financial institution's 9-digit routing number, your new account number and type of account (checking or savings).
VA education, compensation, pension, and survivor’s benefits are paid on a monthly basis.
Normally, benefits for a particular month are paid the first business day of the following
month. When the first business day of the month falls on a non-business day or a holiday,
VA benefits will be paid on the last business day prior to the first of the month.
You can check your latest VA benefit payments online at www.eBenefits.va.gov. Visit
www.mymoney.gov and www.consumer.gov for helpful financial information.
Veteran Survivor Benefits
If you have not received the V.A. publication on survivor benefits, please come to a meeting
and get a copy. This is important material. Additionally, if you do not have the V.A. form
VA40-10007; Pre-Need Determination of Eligibility for Burial in A V.A. National Cemetery, it was part of the December newsletter. Please contact me if you need it resent.
Ventura County Military Collaborative Tax Assistance
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) will be starting January 31st and going
through April 30th. Contact Jesse J. Hernandez, Employment Services Program Manager,
Ventura County Human Services Agency. (805) 289-8117. See attachment.
Panel Discussion February 10th: The Vietnam War: What It Means for Us Today
Saturday, February 22, 10:00 am, Rancho Campana High School, Camarillo. You, family
members and friends are invited the 5th in a series of events about Vietnam service. Seating
is first-come, first-served. Panelists will speak to the legacy of the Vietnam War and its impacts on our country. Q&A after discussion. Refreshments served. Panel participants: Ted
Bagley, Vietnam veteran; Scott Corbett, CSU History Lecturer and Larry Hawley, Vietnam
veteran. POW and PH recipient Navy Captain Charlie Plumb is invited. Information,
Kathy Talley (805) 388-5312 - ktalley@cityofcamarillo.org, or www.cityofcamarillo.org.
MOPHA Scholarship Application
Attached please find the 2018 Department of CA MOPHA Scholarship Application. The
last page includes information about the Debbie Sweet Memorial Scholarship
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California MOPH Midterm Meeting Report by SVC Steve Maline.
January 22-23 in Clovis.
 Fishing Trip, $1,200 was approved for a northern California event at Markley Cove; may
be an annual event.
 Combat Wounded Parking Signs: Commander Anderson requested that proof is needed
with photos and a writeup of installed signs.
 IRS Issue: the ongoing problem will be solved with hiring a CPA firm.
 Guests: National Vice Commander, Felix Garcia, Region V1 Commander Billy Weldon.
 Presentation of Gavel to Susie Pitman MOPHA.
 Sergeant of Arms, Daniel Calderon approved to replace deceased Art Horn.
 The Department’s 501(c)(3) is in a problem with the IRS and to resolve problem $1,500
was approved to hire a CPA Firm to resolve the issue with IRS.
 If chapter meeting quorum not me, phone calls to members are acceptable.
 Resolution was presented and passed by National, the LAMOPH will now be recognized
as Military Order of the Purple Heart Auxiliary, MOPHA.
 MOPH Float in Rose Parade: Question of why MOPH Members were not invited to participate in decorating the Float as it was to recognize the MOPH Order. Explanation was
that it was an Odd Fellows Float. Members were not happy about the answer.
 ROTC and JROTC Program Costs. $2000.00 was approved for the Program Award
Package to recognize outstanding cadets at various levels.
 Disaster Relief Fund, fund established to assist MOPH Members as a result of disasters.
 Financial State of national MOPH is unhealthy. National had in excess of $25-million,
now we have $5-million. Junior Vice Commander Felix Garcia addressed this issue saying that national is working to raise money.
 Annual Convention, motion to rescind location from Clovis for the annual convention to
Bakersfield was approved. Convention to be held May 14-16 at Four Point Hotel.
 Sorry that more members of Our Chapter were not able to attend the Conference again.
Flu Season is still with us. Get a NO COST flu shot at a Walgreens Pharmacy.
Vaccinations are available through March 31. Veterans simply need to present a V.A. I.D.
card and the photo ID. If needed, the Group ID is: VAFLU.
Calling All Artists: Veterans Day Poster Contest is underway.
Each year the Veterans Day National Committee publishes a commemorative Veterans Day
poster. The poster is selected from artwork submitted by artists nationwide and is distributed to VA facilities, military installations around the world and to U.S. cities and town. It
forms the cover of the Veterans Day program at Arlington National Cemetery. 2018 marks
the Centennial Commemoration of the end of World War I on November 11, 1918. The
theme for the 2018 Veterans Day Poster is: The War to End All Wars. For details, contact
the Veterans Day Coordinator: vetsday@va.gov or Veterans Day National Committee in
Washington, DC 20420. The submissions deadline is April 1, 2018.
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Army Medical Command - The U.S. Army is notifying veterans that they may be eligible to receive medical care if they participated in U.S. Army chemical or biological substance testing from 1942 to 1975 and have an injury or disease that they believe was proximately caused by their participation. Recently a class action lawsuit filed by the Vietnam
Veterans of America required the U.S. Army to provide medical care to veterans who volunteered to contribute to the advancement of the U.S. biological and chemical programs.
California Veterans Affairs: Below is the contact information for adding names of California Vietnam Veterans who have passed away from the effects of their service in Vietnam.
Thank you to Patriot Richard Camacho.
Cathy Kenny, Communications Manager
California Department of Veterans Affairs
1227 O Street, Third Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Email: Cathy.Kenny@calvet.ca.gov
Phone: 916-503-8091
Chapter Meeting Schedule for 2018
February 2-4 – March 8 – April 12
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Member #________

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA MILITARY ORDER of the
PURPLE HEART AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIP
Amount: One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00)
To be eligible for a Department of California Military Order of the Purple Heart
Auxiliary Scholarship, the student must be:
A MOPHA/MOPH, Department of California, member;
And
A full-time student with at least a 2.5 cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) based on a
4.0 grading system.
And
A graduate or upcoming graduate (Senior) of a High School; AND/OR, has been
accepted or enrolled as a full-time student (12 or more semester credit hours, or as
defined by the school) at an accredited Community College, State College, University or
Trade School at the time the Scholarship is awarded
** The student is to complete and sign the upper part of the attached application, and
submit a 350-450 word (approximately one page, double-spaced) typed essay titled:

“ With our country involved in overseas conflict on and off since Desert
Storm in 1990 through our current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan,
discuss the pros and cons of re-instituting the draft as opposed to the
current voluntary military.
** The student’s Counselor or School Administrator is to complete and sign the bottom
half of the attached application and return it to the below named Scholarship Chairman,
or direct the student to do so.

Member #________

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
MILITARY ORDER OF THE PUPLE HEART AUXILARY
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM
The purpose of this Scholarship is to reward academic achievement and
community service that exhibits Americanism.
Top half is to be completed by the student.
Bottom half is to be completed by a school official (Counselor or Administrator).

STUDENT NAME: __________________________________________________________________
Last
First
MI
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
ZIP
PHONE: ___________________________________________________________________________
Home
Cell
Other
SCHOOL OF ATTENDANCE: __________________________________________________
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY/IES (may attach a list):

STUDENT SIGNATURE:
DATE

************************************************************************
Below is to be completed by a school official (Counselor or Administrator) who has knowledge of
the students’ academic standing at the time of application, and can recommend said student as an
appropriate candidate for this scholarship.
I confirm that the above named student attends our school full time with a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or
higher and has been, or will be accepted as a full-time student to a Community College, State College,
University or Trade School; or is currently attending an Accredited Institution with a G.P.A., as stated
above, at the time the scholarship is awarded,
COLLEGE ENROLLED TO: __________________________________________CUMULATIVE GPA: ______
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________________________________
(Counselor or Administrator)
TITLE
DATE
PHONE #: ______________________________________

RETURN BY: April 16, 2018

Send to:

Diane Petrini
17607 Montero Rd.
San Diego, CA, 92128
Email: dpetrini@mac.com
619-379-2513

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
MILITARY ORDER of the PURPLE HEART AUXILIARY
SCHOLARSHIP
DECLARATION OF SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT
I have read and understand the enclosed information regarding the Department of
California Military Order of the Purple Heart Auxiliary Scholarship Program.
During the 2018-2019 academic year, I plan to attend an accredited State
Community College, State College, University or Trade School as a Full-Time
student. I certify that the information included in my application and all
supporting documents is, to the best of my knowledge, true, accurate and
complete.
I authorize the Department of California Military Order of the Purple Heart
Auxiliary, to request and receive information regarding my academic records and
enrollment status at my designated State Community College, State College,
University or Trade School. I agree to abide by the rules and criteria established
by the Department of California Military Order of the Purple Heart Auxiliary
Scholarship. The decisions of the Scholarship Committee are final.
Applicant Signature_________________________________ Date __________
Parent or Guardian Signature __________________________ Date __________
(If the applicant is under the age of 18 years)

Mail or deliver the completed Application, signed Declaration, and all supporting materials to:
MOPHA, Department of California Scholarship Program
C/o Diane Petrini
17607 Montero Road
San Diego, Ca. 92128
Phone: 619-379-2513

DEADLINE FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS IS April 16, 2018.
(This applies to all required documents and materials. Any required items received after the
deadline date will disqualify the applicant. The postmark date is irrelevant.)

NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE GRANTED

APPLICATION CHECKLIST
Please make sure that the following items are submitted by the due date of
April 16, 2018, no exceptions. Incomplete applications will not be
considered.
o Completed Application and School information.
o Membership number, OR a copy of the Membership
application.
o Extracurricular Activities, list all your extracurricular activities in
which you have participated or are participating in, as well as
Honors you have received. Please be specific. Include dates.
o Community Service, list all community services that you have
participated in or are participating in. Please be specific. Include
dates.
o Completed and signed Counselor's, or School Administrator's,
verification form.
o Essay of not to be less than 350 words and not more than 450 words on the
following subject:
“With our country involved in overseas conflict on and off since Desert
Storm in 1990 through our current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan,
discuss the pros and cons of re-instituting the draft as opposed to the
current voluntary military.”
o Signed Declaration of Scholarship Application.

PROCEDURES FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP
(Information for Units and Chapters only)
Applications for the Department of California MOPHA Scholarship will be sent to all MOPH
Chapters and MOPHA Units in the State of California.
If the applicant is not a member, they MUST join, no exceptions (A Membership number OR a
copy of the Membership application MUST be submitted at time of application). If the
applicant is unable to pay the enrollment fee then we encourage the Chapter and/or Units to
consider covering the entire cost, or 50% of the $50.00 membership fee ($25), on a case-bycase basis. The application for membership can be done through the Chapter/Unit or if they
are enrolling in MOPH only, they may apply online through the MOPH website:
www.purpleheart.org or by calling (703) 642-5360. MOPHA membership can only be done
through the Unit; currently there are no online services available.
A letter will be sent stating the final results to whether they did or did not win the scholarship.
Applications that are not complete, or are not received by the deadline (APRIL 16, 2018) will
be disqualified and will not be submitted to the Scholarship Committee for evaluation.
A Scholarship committee, who will be selected by the current President of the Department of
California MOPHA, will read all the essays and verify that the applicant has fulfilled all the
requirements. The Committee will consider the applicant's academic achievement,
extracurricular activities, community service and finally the content of the essay when making
their final determination on the winner of the Scholarship.
MOPHA Scholarships may not be applied to summer school, or to a special program or
research projects.
If selected to receive the MOPHA Scholarship, the applicant will be notified in May 2018. At
that time, the applicant may be asked to submit a color photo and biographical information, as
well as information regarding the Community College, State College, University or Trade
School he or she plans to attend. Once the information is received, a representative will
present a check, made out to the winner, from the local Chapter or MOPHA Unit. At the
discretion of the Chapter/Unit, if the Scholarship is awarded to a High School student, it may
be presented at the High School. Arrangements must be made with the School Administrator
to determine a date and time in which this might be done.

The Debbie Sweet Memorial Scholarship
The Department of California, Military Order of the Purple Heart Auxiliary
announces the Debbie Sweet Memorial Scholarship.
Beginning in 2018, the Department of California, Military Order of the
Purple Heart Auxiliary will award one (1) $1,000.00 Scholarship each year
in honor of Past Unit 106 President, Department of California President and
Past Region VI President Debbie Sweet.
Preference will be given to an
Auxiliary member to receive this award.
Debbie Sweet was willing and able to tackle any job needed within the Unit,
Department, National and her community in which she lived. She was a
good role model to young people in how to live their lives. Debbie was a
long time supporter of the Auxiliary and volunteered many hours.

